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COMMISSION IMPLEMENTING REGULATION (EU) 2021/1123 of 8 July 2021
suspending commercial policy measures concerning certain products from the United States of
America imposed by Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/1646 following the adjudication of a trade
dispute under the Dispute Settlement Understanding of the World Trade Organization

THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION,

Having regard to the Treaty on the Functioning of
the European Union,

Having regard to Regulation (EU) No 654/2014 of the
European Parliament and of the Council of 15 May
2014 concerning the exercise of the Union’s rights
for the application and enforcement of international
trade rules and amending Council Regulation (EC)
No 3286/94 laying down Community procedures
in the field of common commercial policy in order
to ensure the exercise of the Community’s rights
under international trade rules, in particular those
established under the auspices of the World Trade
Organization (1), and in particular paragraph 3 of
Article 7 thereof,

Whereas:

(1) On 7 November 2020, the Commission adopted
Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/1646 (2) on
commercial policy measures concerning certain
products from the United States of America (the
United States) following the adjudication of a trade
dispute under the Dispute Settlement Understanding
of the World Trade Organization (WTQ) that provides
for the application of additional customs duties
on imports into the Union of a number of products
originating in the United States.

(2) Recital 9 of Implementing Regulation (EU)
2020/1646 provides that the Commission intends
to suspend the application of the Regulation
in case of suspension by the United States of
the countermeasures against imports of certain
products from the European Union, in relation to the
WTO disputes on large civil aircraft.

(3) On 9 March 2021, following an understanding
reached with the United States to mutually suspend
all measures for a period of four months, the
Commission adopted Implementing Regulation
(EU) 2021/425 (3) suspending commercial policy
measures concerning certain products from the
United States of America imposed by Implementing
Regulation (EU) 2020/1646 following the adjudication
of a trade dispute under the Dispute Settlement
Understanding of the World Trade Organization
which suspended the application of Implementing
Regulation (EU) 2020/1646 until 10 July 2021.

(4) On 15 June 2021, Executive Vice President

Valdis Dombrovskis and U.S. Trade Representative
Katherine Tai reached an understanding on a
cooperative framework for large civil aircraft,
whereby ‘each side intends to suspend application
of its countermeasures for a period of 5 year’.

(5) In accordance with Article 7(3) of Regulation
(EU) No 654/2014, ‘where it is necessary to make
adjustments to commercial policy measures
adopted under the Regulation, subject to Article
4(2) and (3), the Commission may introduce any
appropriate amendments in accordance with the
examination procedure referred to in Article 8(2).

(6) The measures provided for in this Regulation
are in accordance with the opinion of the Trade
Barriers Committee, established by Regulation (EU)
2015/1843 of the European Parliament and of the
Council (4),

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:
Article 1

The application of Implementing Regulation (EU)
2020/1646 is hereby suspended for a period of
five years from 11 July 2021. Accordingly, without
prejudice to any further suspension or modification,
including earlier reinstatement, the duties provided
for in Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/1646 shall
again apply with effect from and including 11 July
2026.

Article 2

This Regulation shall enter into force on 11 July
2021.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and
directly applicable in all Member States.

Done at Brussels, 8 July 2021.

For the Commission
The President
Ursula VON DER LEYEN
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3. Ultra-efficient subsonic

transportation

o Achieving revolutionary
improvements in the economic
and environmental performance
of subsonic transportation, with
opportunities  to transition to
alternative propulsion and energy.

4. Vertical lift pneumatic vehicles
are safe, quiet and affordable

e Recognize the extensive
use of vertical lift vehicles for
transportation and services,
including new missions and
markets.

5. Ensure system-wide safety in
time

e Predict, detect and mitigate
emerging safety risks in all aviation
systems and operations.

6. Definite autonomy for flight
diversion

¢ Safe implementation of autonomy
inaviationapplications.

Together, the six strategic hubs
represent a future that is safer,
cleaner and more efficient, and
offers mobility that is more diverse
than it is until today.

Within this framework, ARMD
focuses on high-risk, high-
return research investments that
will enable the transformation
of aviation to meet future
needs, achieve demonstrable
benefits, and take advantage of
technological advances outside
as well as within traditional aviation
disciplines. Key technological
areas include propulsion of
electrified aircraft and the use of
alternative energy; Low flights
- hypersonic; Basic research
to enable routine reusable
hypersonic flights; automation and
autonomy; sustainable alternative
fuel for aircraft; and promoting
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new aviation applications in urban
air mobility (UAM),

Collectively, these efforts,
which are a mix of technologies
and a focus on technological
convergence, will drive the
development of transformative
solutions toward the ultimate
goal of providing safe, efficient,
adaptable and scalable solutions
for an environmentally sustainable
global aviation system.

Over the future, research results
will be divided into short, medium
and long-term periods during
which research results will be
transferred from concept to
practice:

e |In the short term (2015-2025)
results in general are meant
to strengthen partnerships in
order to demonstrate feasibility
of potential applications, thus
impelling a greater degree of trust
within the aviation community;
It generally involves focused
technical partnerships to enable
results.

e Mid-term (2025-2035) in a
transitional phase, results aim
very often, at a combination of
new concepts and applications
within the current system. They
reflect emerging applications
technologies, initially within the
current flight system model,
but often lead to transformative
innovations that respond to future
needs.

¢ In the longer term (beyond 2035)
the results are more exploratory
in nature, with an emphasis on
conceptual  exploration  and
technological research. For these
results, ARMD takes a greater role
in performance and sponsor the
exploration of basic concepts and
research.
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Research topics represent the
long-term  research focus of
ARMD in specific technical areas
that are required by the outcome.

NASA research activities

Activities are organized under the
following four programs:

e The Air Operations and Safety

Program (AOSP) develops
and explores the fundamental
concepts, algorithms, and

techniques to increase safely the
productivity and efficiency of a
NASA.

e The Advanced Aerial Vehicle

Program (AAVP) conducts
innovative research that will
produce innovative concepts,
technologies, capabilities,

and knowledge to enable the
revolutionary advancement of a
wide range of air vehicles.

e The Integrated Aeronautical
Systems Program (IASP), which
conducts research on promising
concepts and technologies at
an integrated system level with a
focus on aeronautical research
and demonstrations.

IASP works with AOSP and AAVP
to forecast and plan the flight
research and demonstrations
needed to support all strategic
hubs.

o The Aeronautical
Transformational Concepts
Program (TACP), which
develops multiple disciplines
and revolutionary  concepts
transforming  aviation.  TACP

explores pathways for new
solutions that enhance the
convergence of traditional aviation
disciplines with other emerging
technologies.
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Towards safer, cleaner and more efficient flying,

and more versatile mobility

The Strategic Implementation Plan
(SIP) developed by the Directorate
of Aeronautics Research (ARMD)
of the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration (NASA),
sets the general framework for
the areas of research that it will
oversee over the next twenty-five
years. The aim lies in achieving
a vision for the United States of
America in providing Aviation with
a Safer, cleaner, more efficient
and more diverse air travel.

The first version of this plan was
published in 2015, it was later
updated in 2019, and will be
subject to updating every two
years based on progress in
research and the results collected
after taking into account the views
and proposals of those in charge
of the civil aviation system in the
United States of America, as
well as partners from countries,
international and regional
organizations and institutions of
common interest.

Visualizing the long-term plan for
aviation research, provides the
basis for new concepts that lead
to innovation in the industry and

societal benefits, especially as the
future still holds new challenges for
the aviation system, including the
needto achieve continuous growth
that meets the increasing global
demand, and to safely integrate
unmanned aircraft systems and
innovative vehicle concepts. With
a myriad of applications, and
sometimes a need to adapting to
rapidly changing conditions, the
main objective generally remains
to solve these challenges in ways
that minimize negative impacts on
the environment.

Analysis of global trends in 2014
led ARMD in 2015 to identify three
massive work programs known
in this plan, which will underpin
NASA’s flight research plans in
the coming years:

eFirst work Program - Global
Growth in Demand for High-
Speed Mobility: reflects the rapid
growth in traditional measures of
global demand for mobility as well
as new modes of transportation.

e Second work  program-
Affordability, Sustainability and
Energy Use: poses severe
challenges in maintaining

affordability ~ while  achieving
sustainability.
e Third Work program -

Technology Convergence: refers
to the convergence taking place
in industry sectors such as
materials, manufacturing, energy,
information and communication
technology, which will change
aviation capabilities and air
transportation options.

NASA’s ARMD Directorate
organizes its research according
to six strategic thrusts, which
represent the identification of
ARMD’s priorities in aviation goals,
in response to the basic trends
and reactions of the aviation
system:

1. Safe and efficient growth in
global operations

e Access to safe and scalable
high frequency routine airspace
access for all users.

2. Innovation in commercial
supersonic aircraft

° Achieving commercial
supersonic air transport in a
practical and affordable way.
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comes to our mind because of
its being frequently used, known
to some countries of the world
is the «canadair» model. It is a
Canadian-made fixed-wing fire
tank aircraft, manufactured by
Bombardier.

The first version of it, CL-215,
dates back to 1969 and was
later transformed into the CL-415
released in 1994. This updated
version represents an important
element in the firefighting arsenal
of Canada, France, South
Korea, Spain, USA, Portugal
and Colombia India, Mexico and
Morocco.

The importance of Canadair
CL-415 lies in its high ability to
encircle major fires that break out
in forests, as well as in its rapid
take-off and landing using short
distances, and on any type of
surface, whether water or land,
which makes it ideal for all types
of disaster’s firefighting, as well as
its quick-fill tank capacity of more
than 6000 liters. This aircraft sells
at a price of $30 million.

«TP2»

Turkey’s
pathways

Bayraktar

The Bayraktar «TP2», is a Turkish-
made drone. Its technological
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development played the most
important role in monitoring fire
spots in Turkey, and enabled the
firefighting teams to obtain all the
necessary information for this
purpose, and thus enabled them
to respond quickly and effectively,
increasing their ability to put out
the fires that were devouring the
forests.

Between Late June 1 and
August 4, the Bayraktar flight
hours reached 1835 hours, and
103 fires devouring forest in
various regions in Turkey were
discovered. Commenting on this
success, the head of the Turkish
Presidency’s Defense Industries
Corporation, Ismail Demir, said:
«The Bayraktar TB2 pathways
make an effective contribution to
fighting fires.»

Lockheed, Hercules and Electra

Within  the same
firefighting aircrafts, ie water
launchers,  firefighting teams
can rely on the two firefighting
air support icons, «Hercules»
and «Electra», factored by the
American industrial, «Lockheed».
They  were  originally  two
passenger planes with four
engines, which were equipped to
enter the field of firefighting.

The tank of both «Hercules»
and «Electra» has a capacity
of more than 11 thousand liters,
which is its main feature in
trapping and extinguishing fires.

range of
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The US National Guard units
adopt them for this purpose. The
manufacturer has developed two
versions for them, «Neptune» and
«Qrion», the capacity of each
tank, respectively is 9 thousand
and 11 thousand liters of water.

American cobra

War tactic on ground fires does
not only require aircrafts that
can store in water, but also
tactical weapons. Here lies the
importance of the American
«Cobra Fire Watch» helicopter,
as it is a fast helicopter with high
maneuverability and low-flying
capabilities in order to monitor
the fire spots. It's first version was
manufactured in the 1960s, and
was mainly intended for military
uses. It was stripped of those parts
to enter the field of civil service in
extinguishing fires. Its main task is
to monitor the heart of the fire and
its movement, as it was equipped
with thermal imaging cameras, to
provide units on the ground with
the important information. It can
also carry water barrels.

A schedule of fixed-wing firefighting aircraft in the world can be found through the link :

https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A5%D8%B7 %D9%81%D8%A7 %D8%A1_%D8%AC%DI%88%DI%8A#
%D8%AE%D8%B2%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A7 %D8%AA_%D8%AC %DI%88%DI%8A%D8E%A9
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The «sky firefighter» is the most important aircraft dedicated to extinguishing

Over the past few years, the world
has witnessed a series of terrifying
fires, most of which were caused
by climate change, while some
were the result of direct human
action. The latest important fires
were the ones that stroke in
Australia last year, leading to the
burning of about 84,000 square
kilometers, including 49,000 in
the state of New South Wales,
in addition to the elimination of
many forms of life, with the fire
devouring species of plants, and
killing hundreds of millions of
animals. Ahead of the Australian
fire, the world was on alert
after the fire devastated 25,000
square kilometers of the Amazon
rainforest. However, before these
fires, and before global warming,
the world witnessed horrific fires,
which destroyed cities and took
hundreds of lives.

fires worldwide

Summer 2021 fires

The late summer of this year was
no different from past ones to the
world, as forest fires hit many
countries worldwide. Everyone
hurried to join efforts to extinguish
those using planes of various
shapes, sizes and missions,
given their reputation and ability
to encircle major fires that erupt
in forests, as well as for being
able to reach rugged areas that
firefighters cannot access. What
are the most important aerial
giants to extinguish and win over
fires?

Recently, some countries have
managed to put out the fires that
stroke them, using their air arsenal
consisting in speed and efficient
specialized aircrafts. European
air efforts intensified in launching
firefighting flights to extinguish

the fires in Greece, Italy and
North Macedonia. Morocco has
also intervened with a squadron
of specialized aircrafts in order to
extinguish the fires in the oases
of Zagora and the forest of the
Chefchaouen region (northern
part of Morocco) in a record time
despite climatic factors such
as wind and high temperature.
Algeria on its part concluded
firefighting aircraft lease deals to
limit the disaster that befell it. All of
these are evidence that progress
by air in the war against fires that
devour the forests has become
an inescapable necessity for
countries who wish to secure
their people and their natural
resources.

Canadair CL-415

When we talk about firefighting
planes, the first name that
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obligations such as wearing masks,
achieving distancing and monitoring
this through thermal cameras that
lead to the detection of people
infected with the Corona virus. The
use of technology has spread to new
services provided by the progress
made by the digital sector, such
as facial recognition technology,
smart corridors, biometric systems
to read data, and smart applications
to facilitate dealing with passengers
who are required to complete their

trip procedures. Among these
applications we can identify the
health trust application, which

was finalized and submitted to the
Ministry of Health in the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia in cooperation with
some government institutions and
agencies, and the General Authority
of Civil Aviation in the Kingdom

7 Articles

who could through a technical link
allow the issuance of a passenger
boarding pass to the plane if it was
proven that he is immunized. This
application requires disclosure of
the health status of the traveller and
the number of vaccine doses he has
taken in order to be allowed to enter
the airport as well.

Finally, the day will come when,
thanks to technology and artificial
intelligence’s tools, airports  will
be able to identify every person
circulating  within its  premises,
and perhaps smart airports will
revolutionize the travel experience
in the near future. We will perhaps
also see some airports providing
security infrastructure through which
travellers are screened from the door
to the outer gate. This smart airport
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infrastructure depends on end-point
devices, communication systems,
passenger traffic, ground handling
loads, air traffic, security systems
and more.

Airport  officials and companies
investing in operating them will also
accelerate the adoption of technology
and digital transformation.

This technology is available at all
airports so that operations and travel
can be achieved safely easily letting
us enjoy the technology God has
blessed us with, bearing in mind
that the air transport industry and
the aviation industry in general has
been through hardships due to the
spread of the pandemic (Covid 19)
and cannot bear another shut down.

Qatar Airways: wing-pulling influence

The Doha-based company is the first to take off from
Kabul since the Americans left. A veritable instrument of
Qatari diplomacy, it plays a much larger role than that of a
simple passenger carrier and has already made its mark
during the health crisis.

An Airbus A350, branded Qatar Airways, taking off from
Kabul airport on Thursday with around 100 passengers
on board. It is the first civilian plane to take off from
the Afghan capital after the departure of US forces on
August 30. A random? Not really. Since the Taliban took
power, Qatar has been at the forefront of negotiations
with Europe and the United States. The national airline

provides after-sales service for political decisions in the
emirate. Let’'s judge. Aeronautical engineers from Doha
first began to rehabilitate the airport’s infrastructure
before, understandably, the company became the first
civilian carrier to land its landing gear on Afghan tarmac.
Without doubt the beginning of a series since Friday, a
second flight again made the connection Kabul-Doha
with, on board, 49 French nationals.

Libération
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Smart airports and the future of travel
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Attia bin Saeed Al-Zahrani

Master of Business Administration
General Authority of Civil Aviation
Kingdom Saudi Arabia

Not long ago, airport-goers were
fascinated by the engineering
designs of airports’ buildings, and
they were comparing the quality
of airports in the world and their
preference in terms of design, shape,
luxury, space and other criteria that
were considered important at the
time. Nevertheless, with the growth
in terms of number of passengers,
more attention was driven 1o
airports that provide the latest smart
systems, thus airports assessment
has changed compared to the past,
rather focusing on the availability of
those technological systems and the
effectiveness of the airport in terms
digital  transformation.

Digital technology in airports aims
to greatly ease and facilitate airport
visitors journey and avoid them from
standing in long queues in request of
a service. At the same time, it aims
to utmost accommodate the largest
possible number of passengers with
ease, under a smart interconnected
technological management that aims
to reduce density and accomplish
the usual procedures for travel with
ease.

In light of the rapid growth in the
number of passengers, airport users

are travellers interested in geometric
patterns and wonderful designs
of airports, as much as they are
interested in the availability of artificial
intelligence systems in those airports,
because of the important role that
these devices play in facilitating the
process of intelligent transformation
of airports by increasing Its ability to
handle service delivery and manage
operations.

What we are witnessing now is the
development in some worldwide
airports, and in particular airports
of the Arab Cooperation Council
countries, and more specifically in
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. These
developments have resulted in the
General Authority of Civil Aviation’s
application of modern technology
in airports to find solutions in order
to raise the efficiency of services
provided to travellers at airports,
as well as achieving electronic
leadership in the field of digital
transformation ~ generating  thus
positive results in terms of number
of flights and passengers. It also
adopted plans to develop a network of
technically equipped airports inside
the Kingdom in order to keep pace
with the increase in air traffic, to raise
the level of services and enhance
the contribution to the economic
growth of the country in general. It
also embraced the airports of the
Gulf Cooperation Council countries.
Thus, within the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia smart technological solutions
dominate all passenger transactions
from the start of the flight to the end
of the trip. Many airports were also
distinguished by providing smart
gates for identification, face print
system and iris scanning, and also
provided the easy use of smart phone
applications, tablets and others,
which makes us stand amazed
and impressed by this accelerated
spread of technology, that
contributed to relieve travellers from
lining up in queues. It has improved
the travel experience, reduced the

burden of customer services, and
most importantly, increased financial
income.

During the past years, everyone
can notice that the acceleration
of growth in air traffic had led to a
glut in the world’s airports. It was
thus necessary to find the solutions
in order to face this steady growth
trend so as to benefit everyone. This
is where digital technology applies
where it constantly helps improve the
provision of services to travellers and
ease their flow to airports from the
start of the travel until they leave it. In
this perspective, the head of SITA in
Europe, a company directly involved
in technology and digital innovation
in the field of aviation and largely
considered as one of the prominent
experts in the field of travel industry
technology, stated that in the year
2036 at the latest, the number of
passengers will unexpectedly double
in numbers and if airports do not
keep pace with these rapid changes
through developing and supporting
technology and smart solutions’
developers, these airports will suffer
from a deficit in providing and
meeting the requirements of travel
and travellers.

Airports around the world have
witnessed, due to the spread of
the pandemic (Covid 19) and
its subsequent developments, a
fundamental change in an attempt
to advance the air transport industry
again at all levels, whether in terms
of health, security or commercial
measures. These radical changes
were considered the largest of
their kind in Airport's decades
ago. In some countries’ airports,
independent robots dedicated to
operational practices assistance,
and providing artificial intelligence
technology to check baggage, are
clearly contributing to accelerating
the process of security checks.
They also help control the health
requirements compliance for
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e Network capacity at 16.4 billion
ASKs and expanding monthly

e One million passengers carried in
first half of 2021

e Strong cargo results as tonnage
increases by 44% and revenue by
56%

e EBITDA turns positive with
continuous focus on cost control

e First airline in the world with 100%
of operating crew vaccinated

e Sustainability at the core of airline’s
recovery

Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates
(UAE) - Etihad Airways has
announced operating and financial
results for the first half of 2021,
showing a progressive recovery
across its business despite a slower
than expected return to global air
travel.

The airline carried one million
passengers in H1 2021, with an
average seat load factor of 24.9%.
This represents an average 10%
month-on-month growth in passenger
volumes since Etihad restarted
passenger operations in July 2020.

Network capacity in the first half of
2021 came in at 16.4 billion ASKs,
and has grown steadily since the start
of the year, with the airline operating
almost 3,500 flights a month to 67
passenger and cargo destinations
by the end of June 2021. Since
the beginning of 2021, Etihad has
launched or restarted operations to

10 destinations including the historic
launch of scheduled services to Tel
Aviv in April 2021.

As a result of new variants of the
coronavirus  affecting key travel
markets in the Indian Sub-Continent
and Europe, passenger revenue
came in at US$0.3 billion, down
by 68% year-on-year from US$1.0
billion. However, the dip in passenger
revenue was offset by strong
performance in cargo operations,
with a 44% year-on-year increase in
freight carried in H1 2021 (365,500
tonnes) and a 56% year-on-year
increase in revenue (US$0.8 billion).

Tony Douglas, Group Chief Executive
Officer, said: “Every day, Etihad
Airways is making up for lost ground.
Despite the curveball of the Delta
variant disrupting the global recovery
in air travel, we have continued to
ramp up operations and are today
in a much better place than this time
in 2020. As soon as destinations are
added to the Abu Dhabi green list or
UAE travel corridors, we are seeing
a three to six-fold jump in bookings
in some cases, showing there is a
tidal wave of demand waiting to be
unleashed. We are ready to welcome
more guests on board to experience
why Etihad is second to none when
it comes to ensuring passenger
wellbeing.”

Throughout the first half of 2021,
Etihad retained a singular focus on
cost control, decreasing operating
costs by 27% vyear-on-year from
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Etihad Airways on path to recovery as operations grow

i,

US$1.9 billion to US$1.4 billion,
supported by reduced capacity and
volume-related expenses. Fixed
overhead costs saw a significant
improvement, reducing by 22% to
US$0.3 billion, while finance costs
reduced by 22% owing to an ongoing
balance sheet deleveraging. As a
result, the airline managed to rebuild
its liquidity position to pre-pandemic
levels.

Overall, Etihad recorded a core
operating loss of US$0.4 billion for H1
2021 (half the loss of US$0.8 billion
in H1 2020), with EBITDA turning
to a positive US$0.1 billion from a
negative US$ 0.1 billion in the same
period of 2020.

Adam Boukadida, Chief Financial
Officer, said: “While market demand
has been slower to recover than
anticipated, our record cargo
performance has continued to buoy
the business. At the same time,
we have continued to strengthen
underlying fundamentals to place
Etihad in a better position to
maximise the value of passenger
revenue as our volumes return. Our
rock-solid credit rating has remained
unwavering throughout the pandemic
and was once again reaffirmed at ‘A
with a stable outlook’ by Fitch in April
2021, serving as a clear sign of the
long-term financial viability of our
business. While the pandemic still
poses challenges, Etihad is on the
path to becoming a sustainable and
profitable  business.”
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technical initiatives, including this

national product, the application
of «Tawakklna», and achieving
the desired impact on various

economic and social levels, which
is in line with the Kingdom’s vision
2030. This trend enjoys the support
and guidance of His Highness the
Crown Prince (may God protect
him). The Chairman of the Board of
Directors of SDAIA, went on to say
that this distinguished cooperation
will successfully result in the linkage
and integration between the IATA
Travel Pass application and the
“Tawakklna” application to activate
the health passport, and for the
Kingdom to become today one of
the first countries in the world to
succeed inlinking IATA government
platform.

His Excellency indicated that
the success of the connection
will contribute to supporting the
efforts of government agencies in
combating the Corona pandemic,
by easily identifying the health
status of travelers, and digitizing
travel procedures to and from the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

For his part, His Excellency the
President of GACA, Mr. Abdulaziz
bin Abdullah Al-Duailej, explained
that this cooperation with SDAIA
comes within the organization of
business, responsibilities, the level
of services and setting a general
framework for areas of cooperation
between the two parties in the field
of research and development, and
benefiting from databases and

digital technologies. This as well as
raising the efficiency of the quality
of life for users of these platforms
and initiatives related to facilitating
travel procedures.

His Excellency stated that GACA
seeks to support the «Tawakklna»
system and enhance its cooperation
with the International Air Transport
Association  «IATA» to reach
integrated digital solutions that
encourage the return of air traffic
and travel to and from the Kingdom
and help improve the customer
experience, whether traveling inside
airports or in supporting logistics
services that includes linking with
other means of transportation and
facilitating procedures to get to and
from the plane, and covering an
integrated and flexible trip for the
customer.

Al-Duailej referred to the support

of His Excellency the Minister
of Transport and Logistics in
implementing this initiative that

links the “Tawakkalna” application
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application, as it is a forerunner
in linking the IATA international

platform with the local government
platform “Tawakkalna”, with the aim
of facilitating and automating travel
procedures.

GACA is working with the
International Air Transport
Association to support private

initiatives to restore international
travel in a healthy and safe manner,
and by working with national carriers
where Saudi Arabian Airlines was
a pilot partner in the development
of the IATA passport issued by

the International Air Transport
Association  (IATA).

It is worth noting that the
“Tawakkalna” application

contributes to improving the travel
experience in partnership with the
relevant authorities, by automating
and facilitating travel procedures
by linking border systems to the
“Tawakkalna”  application  and
real-time verification of the health
status of travelers when issuing the
boarding pass, which contributed
to ensuring the status of the health
passport for travelers with high
reliability, to ensure the safety of
passengers, prevent congestion
and reduce gatherings at the airport.
This in addition to the availability of
all information related to travel in the
health passport, which is a unified
electronic document to facilitate the

traveler's journey.

with the I|ATA Health Passport
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SDAIA and GACA sign an operational protocol agreement for areas of joint

cooperation
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The Saudi Authority for Data and Transport Association  «IATA», Chief  Executive  Officer  for
Artificial  Intelligence (SDAIA)  which includes aspects related Operations, Sulaiman bin Ahmed

and the General Authority of Civil
Aviation (GACA) signed today an
operational protocol agreement,
which aims to establish a general
framework for areas of cooperation
between the two parties, and
includes contributing to facilitating
travel procedures and verifying
the eligibility of health travelers
according to international best
practices of civil aviation legislation
to protect the rights of travelers and
stakeholders.

The agreement was signed on
behalf of the Saudi Authority for
Data and Artificial Intelligence by
His Excellency the President of the
Authority, Dr. Abdullah bin Sharaf
Al-Ghamdi, and on behalf of GACA
by His Excellency the President of
GACA, Mr. Abdulaziz bin Abdullah
Al-Duailej, at the headquarters of
SDAIA in Riyadh.

GACA also signed a memorandum
of cooperation and supporttolink the
health passport in the «Tawakklna»
application of the Saudi Authority
for Data and Artificial Intelligence
“SDAIA» with the International Air

to facilitating travel procedures
according to international best
practices, and accepting the
passport platform. Thisis aninitiative
to digitize health certificates from
reliable sources and accredited
laboratories through cooperation
with airlines, and cooperation on
linking the “Tawakklna” application
with the |ATA application, as the
Kingdom is one of the first countries
in the world that succeeded in
linking a government platform with
an international platform. Gaca aims
to supports the “Tawakklna” system
and enhances its cooperation
with the International Air Transport
Association  (IATA) to reach
integrated digital solutions that
reflect the Kingdom'’s position in the
field of digital transformation, and
encourage the return of air traffic
and travel to and from the Kingdom.
This in addition to the role of this
initiative in the rapid recovery of air
transport in the Kingdom and the
world as well (tourism).

The memorandum was signed on
behalf of GACA by the Assistant

Al-Bassam, and by the International
Air Transport Association (IATA)
Vice President for Africa and the
Middle East, Mr. Kamel Hassan Al-
Awadi.

For his part, His Excellency the
President of SDAIA, Dr. Abdullah
bin Sharaf Al-Ghamdi, welcomed
the existing cooperation between
“SDAIA” and GACA which is in
line with the directives of the wise
leadership (may God support
them). Furthermore, its support
for all technical initiatives that
support digital transformation to
facilitate the lives of citizens and
residents and visitors alike, as this
contributed to the Kingdom being
at the forefront of the world and
the most successful in harnessing
technology to confront the Corona
pandemic and its repercussions,
and to assure the whole world that
the safety of human and wellbeing
are at the forefront of its priorities.

His Excellency stressed that
government integration between
various  government  agencies
has contributed to the success of
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of expertise in metallic airframes,
modular supplies, fabrication,
assembly and design of operating
equipment for the general aviation
sector, in addition to our world-
class maintenance and repair
capabilities of planes».

The PC-12 NGX, with its latest
engine and avionics technology,
is the most advanced single-
engine turboprop aircraft ever,
backed by an exceptional safety
record of more than eight million
flight hours and Pilatus customer
service.

This project, with an investment
value of more than 180 million
dirhams (17 million euros),
envisages the construction of a
new plant on an area of 16,000
square meters, which will host
the PC-12 aircraft body assembly
line, at the technology pole of
Nouaceur. In order to provide the
qualified resources needed to
complete the PC-12 programme,
cooperation with the Aviation
Professions Institute has been
strengthened.

Who is Pilatus Corporation?

Pilatus Aircraft is a Swiss aircraft
manufacturer headquartered in
Stans and employs approximately
1,100 employees. Its name is due
to the presence of the company’s
factories at the foot of the Swiss
mountain Pilatus.

Pilatus Aircraft is distinguished

by its single-wheel drive models
intended for commercial,
business and leisure aviation use.

Pilatus was founded on December
16, 1939. In March 1940, it began
construction of the production
halls and in June of the same
year, it continued its success
with the construction of a second
assembly hall in 1956. The Pilatus
P-3 was also developed in 1973.
In 1993, Pilatus subcontracted
Jetstream and Eurocopter.

In 1996, sales company Pilatus
Business  Aircraft Ltd was
incorporated in Denver, USA, and
Pilatus Maintenance became a
different division. In 1998, Pilatus
sold its British subsidiary Pilatus
Britton Norman.

In 2001 Pilatus crossed the
1,000-employee mark, and in
2013 Pilatus Aircraft established
Pilatus Aircraft Industry (China)
Co., Ltd. in Chongging in order to
invest the Chinese market.

About SABCA Group

The SABCA Group operates from
three Belgian regions (Brussels,
Charles-Robefalonia and
Leumen in Flanders), as well as
Casablanca, Morocco.

Currently, SABCA draws on a wide
range of expertise accumulated
over 100 years of experience
in the design, manufacture,

maintenance and qualification
of large and highly complex
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components of aircraft and space
launchers.

Its customers and partners belong
to the elite of the aerospace
industry. SABCA provides a full
range of services for the civil,
aerospace and military aviation
markets. It has recently expanded
into the commercial autonomous
systems market, as a provider of
quality integrated solutions for the
aerospace industry.

The SABCA Group belongs to
the unique Blueberry industrial
system in the Belgian aerospace
industry, which is owned by
Sabena Aerospace Holdings and
the Belgian Federal Shareholding
and Investment Company.
Through its subsidiaries, the
Blueberry Group is active in
the design, development and
manufacture of aerospace
equipment, aircraft maintenance
services and solutions to promote
the sustainable development of
the entire industry, allowing the
group to meet the professional
needs of its customers from start
to delivery.

The Blueberry Group includes four
sites (Zaventem, Haren, Gosselies
and Lummen), is present in more
than 10 countries worldwide,
has more than 1,200 associates
in Belgium and abroad, and
achieves a cumulative turnover of
250 million euros.
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The Kingdom of Morocco inaugurates a factory for assembling aircraft

et 4

Morocco
factory  for

The  Kingdom  of
inaugurates  a

assembling aircraft

Last month, the Moroccan
Ministry of Industry and Trade
announced the signature of a
contract with two Belgian and
Swiss companies, specialized in
aviation, on the establishment of a
factory for the assembling PC-12
airframes in Casablanca.

structures

A joint statement by the Moroccan
ministry and the Belgian company
«SABCA», which is active through
its branch in the Moroccan market,
precededthe announcement.

The ministry said that «the Belgian
company Sabca and the Swiss
aircraft manufacturer Pilatus have
signed a contract for the complete
assembly of the PC-12 airframe,
and for that purpose they will build
a factory on an area of 16,000
meters in Casablanca, with an
investment worth 180 million
dirhams (18 million dollars).»

structures

He considered that «the signature
of this contract marks the
beginning of a new, long-term
partnership  between SABCA
and Pilatus, and represents an
important stage, allowing them to
benefit from the industrial system
of aerospace in Morocco.»

He pointed out that «the contract
provides for the assembly of
aircraft structures, wings and flight
controls, including the installation
of electrical wiring.»

SABCA Group will deliver these
key components of the aircraft
to the final assembly chain in
Switzerland, where they will be
integrated with the rest of the
aircraft’'s systems, engine and
cabin interior.”

The statement added: «The first
assembly of airframes and wings
in the new industrial unit of the
Sabca Group in Casablanca, will
be ready for delivery to the final
assembly line in Switzerland, by
the end of 2022.»

The PC-12 is a unique aircraft
that can land on an unprepared
runway, and is versatile enough
to perform various tasks, from
operational transport, cargo and
air ambulance or government
missions.

Since its first flight in 1994, it has
been able to remain the best-
selling aircraft in its class until
today, with more than 1,800
copies delivered, according to
the statement.

For his part, the President and
General Manager of the SABCA
Group, Mr. ThibauldJongen said,
“We are proud and honored to
have been chosen by PILATUS to
contribute to the realization of this
very important project.” This is the
result of a high-level teamwork
and marks the beginning of the
cooperation  between  Pilatus
and SABCA. It also reflects our
expertise and competitiveness in
the region. He added, “SABCA is
proud to provide a broad range
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COMMISSION IMPLEMENTING REGULATION (EU) 2021/1123 of 8 July 2021
suspending commercial policy measures concerning certain products from the United States of
America imposed by Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/1646 following the adjudication of a trade
dispute under the Dispute Settlement Understanding of the World Trade Organization

THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION,

Having regard to the Treaty on the Functioning of the
European Union,

Having regard to Regulation (EU) No 654/2014 of the
European Parliament and of the Council of 15 May 2014
concerning the exercise of the Union’s rights for the
application and enforcement of international trade rules
and amending Council Regulation (EC) No 3286/94 laying
down Community procedures in the field of common
commercial policy in order to ensure the exercise of the
Community’s rights under international trade rules, in
particular those established under the auspices of the
World Trade Organization (1), and in particular paragraph
3 of Article 7 thereof,

Whereas:

(1) On 7 November 2020, the Commission adopted
Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/1646 (2) on
commercial policy measures concerning certain products
from the United States of America (the United States)
following the adjudication of a trade dispute under the
Dispute Settlement Understanding of the World Trade
Organization (WTQO) that provides for the application of
additional customs duties on imports into the Union of a
number of products originating in the United States.

(2) Recital 9 of Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/1646
provides that the Commission intends to suspend the
application of the Regulation in case of suspension by
the United States of the countermeasures against imports
of certain products from the European Union, in relation
to the WTO disputes on large civil aircraft.

(3) On 9 March 2021, following an understanding
reached with the United States to mutually suspend all
measures for a period of four months, the Commission
adopted Implementing Regulation (EU) 2021/425 (3)
suspending commercial policy measures concerning
certain products from the United States of America
imposed by Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/1646
following the adjudication of a trade dispute under the
Dispute Settlement Understanding of the World Trade
Organization which suspended the application of
Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/1646 until 10 July
2021.

(4) On 15 June 2021, Executive Vice President Valdis
Dombrovskis and U.S. Trade Representative Katherine Tai
reached an understanding on a cooperative framework
for large civil aircraft, whereby ‘each side intends to
suspend application of its countermeasures for a period
of 5 year’.

(5) In accordance with Article 7(3) of Regulation
(EU) No 654/2014, ‘where it is necessary to make
adjustments to commercial policy measures adopted
under the Regulation, subject to Article 4(2) and (3), the
Commission may introduce any appropriate amendments
in accordance with the examination procedure referred to
in Article 8(2).

(6) The measures provided for in this Regulation are
in accordance with the opinion of the Trade Barriers
Committee, established by Regulation (EU) 2015/1843 of
the European Parliament and of the Council (4),

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:
Article 1

The application of Implementing Regulation (EU)
2020/1646 is hereby suspended for a period of five years
from 11 July 2021. Accordingly, without prejudice to
any further suspension or modification, including earlier
reinstatement, the duties provided for in Implementing
Regulation (EU) 2020/1646 shall again apply with effect
from and including 11 July 2026.

Article 2
This Regulation shall enter into force on 11 July 2021.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly
applicable in all Member States.

Done at Brussels, 8 July 2021.

For the Commission
The President
Ursula VON DER LEYEN
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since 2019. reach the level achieved in 2018, before 2025,
with an increase in the share of single-aisle
aircraft.

For its part, and after the ARJ 521 aircraft were delivered and operated in Chinese domestic airlines,
COMAC, the Commercial Aircraft Corporation of China, Ltd announced that the first C 919 aircraft
would be delivered to a Chinese air carrier following its certification before the end of the year. This
plane competes with the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320. COMAC also announced that it has begun
manufacturing the C929, which competes with the Boeing 787 and the Airbus A350.
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EU-USA Agreement on large civil aircraft

By reaching the B
agreement on large civil
aircraft, the European
Union and the United
States of Americamarked
a significant waypoint
throughout ending the
longest trade dispute in
the history of the World
Trade Organization, |
which lasted for nearly
seventeen years. This
agreement coincides
with the peak of the
unprecedented and on
going crisis that stroke
the airtransport sector, as aresult of the outbreak
of the Corona 19 pandemic, and after many
carriers retreated their orders for the acquisition
of new aircrafts, and the Chinese projects for
designing same model aircrafts predicting the
arrival of a new competitor in the large civil
aircraft market. The agreement was signed by
Catherine Tay, US Trade Representative, and
Valdis Dombrovskis, Executive Vice President
of the European Commission.

The two sides intend to strengthen their relations
in the large civil aircraft sector by moving to a
more cooperative and consultative relationship
with the aim of raising the level of performance,
dealing with common challenges, overcoming
long-standing  differences, and avoiding
future conflicts. To this end, they agreed on
the following general principles to guide their
cooperation in this sector:

1- Forming a working group on large civil aircraft
that meets at least every six months, and hold
an annual consultative meeting among their
respective Ministers of Commerce.

2- This team works on resolving disputes that
may arise between the two parties.

3- Financing for civil aircraft producers shall be
in accordance with market conditions.

|

4- The process of providing funding for research
and development to aircraft producers is carried
out in an open and transparent manner, and the
results of this funding are made available and
within the limits permitted by law. The refusal of
each party to provide any funding to civil aircraft
producers may negatively affect the other party.

5- Each party shall cooperate in the joint
analysis and addressing the practices of third
parties that may harm their production of large
civil aircraft, within the framework of the work of
the aforementioned working group.

6- Suspending the application of
countermeasures by both sides for a period of
five  years.

7- Continuing to discuss the handling of the
pending support measures.

The dispute over grant making to Boeing and
Airbus datesbacktothe 1970s, when competition
began in the marketing of aircrafts manufactured
by these two companies. Subsequently, each
of them submitted complaints to the World
Trade Organization alleging that the grants
were illegal and demanded compensation for
material damages resulting from this. Even the
agreements that resulted in the negotiations
between the American and European authorities
did not manage to put an end to the grudge.



6. Africa: 34.3 million
passengers, down 65.7%
over 2019

e The top five airlines ranked
by total scheduled passenger
kilometers flown, were:

1. American Airlines
billion)

2. China Southern Airlines

(124

(110.7  billion)

3. Delta Air Lines (106.5
billion)

4. United Airlines (100.2
billion)

5. China Eastern Airlines (88.7
billion)

¢ The top five route areas™ by
passenger demand (RPKs), with
the largest drop being seen in
routes within the Far East:

1. Within ~ Europe  (290.3
million, down 70.7% from
2019)

2. Europe - North America
(122.9 million, decreased
80.4% from 2019)

3. Within  Far East (117.3
million, a decrease of
84.1% from 2019)

4. Europe - Far East (115.3
million, a decrease of 79%
from 2019)

5. Middle East - Far East (104
million, down 73.6% from
2019)

e The top five domestic
passenger airport-pairs were
all in Asia and outperformed top
international routes as domestic

Reports

recovery returned faster,
particularly in  China:
1.Jeju - Seoul Gimpo (10.2

million, up 35.1% over 2019)

2. Hanoi - Ho Chi Minh City (5.9
million, an increase of 54.3%
from 2019)

3. Shanghai-Honggiao -

Shenzhen (8.7 million, up
43.4% from 2019)

4. Beijing-Capital - Shanghai-
Honggiao (3.6 million,
increased by 11.8% from
2019)

5. Guangzhou -  Shanghai-
Honggiao (8.5 million, up
41.2% from 2019)

e The top five nationalities™*
traveling by air (international)
were:

1. United States (45.7 million, or
9.7% of all passengers)

2.United Kingdom (40.8 million,
or 8.6% of all passengers)

3.Germany (30.8 million, or 6.5%
of all passengers)

4. France (23.3 million, or 4.9%
of all passengers)

5. India (17.4 million, or 3.7% of
all passengers)

Cargo

e Air freight was the bright spot
in air transport for 2020, as the
market adapted to keep goods
moving—including vaccines,
personal protective equipment
(PPE) and vital medical
supplies—despite the massive
drop in capacity from the bellies
of passenger aircraft.
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¢ Industry-wide available cargo
tonne-kilometers (ACTKs) fell
21.4% year-on-year in 2020

¢ This led to a capacity crunch,
with the industry-wide cargo load
factor up 7.0 percentage points
to 53.8%. This is the highest
value in the IATA series started
in 1990.

¢ At the end of the year, industry-
wide cargo tonne-kilometers
(CTKs) had returned close to
pre-crisis values. However, the
yearly decline in cargo demand
(CTKs) was still the largest since
the Global Financial Crisis in
2009, at a sizeable 9.7% year-
on-year in 2020.

e The top five airlines ranked
by scheduled cargo tonne-
kilometers (CTKs) flown were:

1. Federal Express (19.7 billion)

2. United Parcel Service (14.4
billion)

3. Qatar Airways (13.7 billion)
4. Emirates (9.6 billion)

5. Cathay Pacific Airways (8.1
billion)

Airline Alliances

e Star Alliance maintained its
position as the largest airline
alliance in 2020 with 18.7% of
total scheduled traffic (in RPKs),
followed by SkyTeam (16.3%)
and oneworld (12.7%).
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Airline Industry Statistics Confirm 2020 Was Worst Year on Record
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IATA

The International Air Transport
Association  (IATA) released
the IATA World Air Transport
Statistics  (WATS) publication
with performance figures for 2020
demonstrating the devastating
effects on global air transport
during that year of the COVID-19
crisis.

¢ 1.8 billion passengers flew in
2020, a decrease of 60.2%
compared to the 4.5 billion who
flew in 2019

® |[ndustry-wide air travel
demand (measured in revenue
passenger-kilometers, or
RPKs) dropped by 65.9% year-
on-year

® International passenger
demand (RPKs) decreased by
75.6% compared to the year
prior

e Domestic air passenger
demand (RPKs) dropped by
48.8% compared to 2019

e Air connectivity declined by
more than half in 2020 with the
number of routes connecting
airports falling dramatically at
the outset of the crisis and was
down more than 60% year-on-
year in April 2020

e Total industry  passenger
revenues fell by 69% to $189

billion in 2020, and net losses
were $126.4 billion in total

e The decline in air
passengers transported
in 2020 was the largest
recorded since global
RPKs started being tracked
around 1950

“2020 was a year that we’d all

like to forget. But analyzing
the performance statistics for the
year reveals an amazing story
of perseverance. At the depth
of the crisis in April 2020, 66%
of the world’s commercial air
transport fleet was grounded
as governments closed borders
or imposed strict quarantines.
A million jobs disappeared.
And industry losses for the
year totaled $126 billion. Many
governments recognized
aviation’s critical contributions
and provided financial lifelines
and other forms of support.
But it was the rapid actions by
airlines and the commitment of
our people that saw the airline
industry through the most difficult
year in its history,” said Willie
Walsh, IATA’s Director General.

Key 2020 airline performance
figures from WATS

Passenger

e Systemwide, airlines carried 1.8
billion passengers on scheduled
services, a decrease of 60.2%
over 2019

e On average, there was a $71.7
loss incurred per passenger
in 2020, corresponding to net
losses of $126.4 billion in total

e Measured in ASKs (available
seat kilometers), global airline
capacity plummeted by 56.7%,
with international capacity being
hit the hardest with a reduction
of 68.3%

e Systemwide passenger load
factor dropped to 65.1% in 2020,
compared to 82.5% the year
prior

e The Middle East region suffered
the largest proportion of loss for
passenger traffic* with a drop
of 71.5% in RPKs versus 2019,
followed by Europe (-69.7%) and
the Africa region (-68.5%)

e China became the largest
domestic market in 2020 for
the first time on record, as air
travel rebounded faster in their
domestic market following their
efforts to control COVID-19

¢ The regional rankings (based
on total passengers carried on
scheduled services by airlines
registered in that region) are:

1. Asia-Pacific: 780.7 million
passengers, a decrease
of 53.4% compared to the
region’s passengers in 2019

2. North America: 401.7
million passengers, down

60.8% over 2019

3. Europe: 389.9 million
passengers, down 67.4%
over 2019

4. Latin America: 123.6
million passengers, down
60.6% over 2019

5. Middle East: 8 million
passengers, a decrease of
67.6% over 2019



A joint workshop between the ICAO
Regional Bureau for Europe and
the North Atlantic and the Arab

Civil Aviation Organization via
video conference on the “Central
Registry of the Carbon Offsetting and
Reduction Scheme in International
Aviation (CCR CORSIA)”

Rabat- The Arab Civil Aviation Organization organized,
on September 29, 2021, a joint workshop with the
International Civil Aviation Organization Regional Bureau
for Europe and the North Atlantic on the «Central
Registry of the Carbon Offsetting and Reduction
Scheme in International Aviation (CCR CORSIA)», via
video conference. This workshop was dedicated to the
contact points of the CORSIA plan in Arab countries.
It benefited 26 participants from 12 member states of
the organization, representing aviation authorities and
airlines.

This workshop reviewed the CORSIA CCR-Plan Central
Registry, which is one of the five «implementation
elements» under the CORSIA Plan, mainly how to use
this application to store information and data about the
«CORSIA» plan on aircraft operators, verification bodies
and CO2 emissions. During this workshop, some issues
and challenges faced by the CORSIA contact points for
the introduction of carbon dioxide emissions data arising
from international flights were also discussed, after the
review of the operators’ reports and the approved reports
by the audit companies filed in the ICAO Central register.

This workshop falls within the framework of the joint work
plan between the Arab Civil Aviation Organization and
the ICAO Regional Bureau for Europe and North Atlantic,
with the aim of contributing to capacity building and
providing support and technical assistance to Member
States.

Activities of the Organization
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Training course within the Aviation
Security Project for Africa, Asia and
the Middle East (CASE PROJECT) on
public area security

Rabat, the Arab Civil Aviation Organization hosted
at its headquarters a training course within the
European Aviation Security Project for Africa, Asia
and the Middle East (CASE PROJECT II), on public
area security. The course which took place from 27
to 29 September 2021, benefitted the managers
of the General Directorate of Civil Aviation of the
Kingdom of Morocco a during the period from 27 to
29 September 2021 .

The hosting of this session in partnership with the
Aviation Security Project for Africa, Asia and the
Middle East ( CASE PROJECT) falls within the
commitments and efforts of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization with the aim of contributing to raising
awareness and spreading the culture of civil
aviation security and enhancing the participants’
capabilities to familiarize with the best practices in
order to enhance civil aviation security.
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Webinar on Air Transport Data Analysis
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At the kind invitation of the International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAO Bureau in Cairo), the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization participated in a symposium
on the analysis of air transport data, via distance
communication technology, on 28 and 29 September
2021.

The main idea behind this symposium was to invite all
relevant stakeholders (States, Airlines, International
Organizations and Industry) to assess the current
trends and future prospects of the industry, both
globally and at the level of the Middle East region,
as well as drive focus on the latest applications in
terms of data analysis, to highlight its importance in
decision-making in times of crisis.

This symposium withessed the participation of more
than 60 representatives of civil aviation authorities
in the Middle East, international and regional
organizations, as well as specialized institutions.

During the opening session, H.E. Eng. Abdennebi
Manar, Director General of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization, pointed out that air transport compared
to other means of transport, is characterized by its
speed, efficiency, regularity and high level of safety,
relying on international standards at the institutional,
organizational, financial and technical levels.
However, although it lies on those basic principles,
the air transport system is still called to constantly
adapt to the evolution of its international environment.

Same need for constant evolution is required for the
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databases created by all the actors in air transport,
especially since the development of information and
communication technologies has made it possible
to provide tools and applications that allow the
processing of large databases, with high accuracy
and in very short time. This is the case with Big Data,
the topic of this symposium.

The international community is actively working to
implement this concept in all social and economic
activities, and the pandemic that has hit us for more
than a year and a half has reinforced its acceleration
in particular and digitalization in general.

To face the pandemic and its multiple variants,
it is worth mention that it is not yet easy for the air
transport actors to make decisions regarding the
gradual operation of their resources in an optimal
way for the coming months and years.

Thus, the need for tracking periodic forecasts for the
future development of air traffic thanks to the efforts
of daily statisticians, to allow governments, operators
and financial institutions to have a clearer view of the
air transport recovery.

This two-day symposium included presentations
on the development of air transport globally and
regionally and future expectations, as well as tools
and applications that help advance the process of
big data analysis in the field of civil aviation.
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The Arab Civil Aviation Organization participates in the work of the fifth
distance meeting of the heads and general managers of civil aviation
authorities in the countries affiliated the ICAO office in the Middle East

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization
participated in the works of the
fifth  teleconference meeting of
the heads and general managers
of civil aviation authorities in the
countries affiliated to the ICAO
Office in the Middle East, on 21 and
22 September 2021.

This session was attended by the
heads of the civil aviation authorities
of the Member States, the Secretary-
General of the International Civil
Aviation Organization, and the
secretaries/directors-general of
regional civil aviation organizations.

During this session, the participants
were briefed on the progress and
developments in the air transport
system in relation with the impact
of the Corona pandemic at the
local, regional and international
levels. Presentations were made on

the current progress in the work of Ik

the ICAO Council’s Air Transport

Recovery Task Force, which s

COVID-19 Testing and Vaccination, Public Health
Corridors, Cargo and AIPAC Training Programs. A report
on development in air transport and the measures that
were undertaken was also submitted to the Member
States.

The Secretary-General of the Arab Air Carriers
Organization gave a joint presentation with the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization on the decision of the Economic
and Social Council of the League of Arab States to
establish a working group to work on standardizing the
procedures for registration and approval of vaccines and
their use among Arab countries, in a way that contributes
to enhance the recovery of tourism, aviation and
transport among Arabian countries. This team includes
representatives from the General Secretariat of the
League, the Arab Tourism Organization, the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization, the Arab Air Carriers Organization
n and the International Air Transport Association.

In his speech during this session, the Director General
of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization praised what was
stated in the speech of His Excellency the ICAO Secretary
General, Juan Carlos Salzar, especially with regard to
the efforts made at the level of the ministerial councils of

W‘w’ \ : ‘

the League of Arab States, as well as at the level of the
ICAO General Secretariat and the Cairo Bureau. He also
briefed the attendees on the role played by the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization in coordinating the participation of
Arab civil aviation authorities at the high-level conference
programmed in October 2021, in accordance with the
mechanism approved by the Twenty-sixth General
Assembly, i.e the presentation during the conference of
all working papers emanating from all member states He
also informed the audience of the ongoing coordination
with similar regional organizations and partner countries
and organizations.

His Excellency took this opportunity to brief the meeting
on the Rabat statement, which was issued by the General
Assembly of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization at the
conclusion of its twenty-sixth session on 1 July 2021,
regarding the measures taken to confront the emerging
coronavirus pandemic and ways of recovery for the civil
aviation, noting that this statement will be presented to
the the aforementioned ICAO conference.

It is worth mentioning that this meeting was attended by
140 participants, 17 countries and 7 international and
regional organizations.
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The Arab Civil Aviation Organization organizes a training course on «Air
Transport Risk Management» in Cairo

L | o

i\

Under the patronage of His Excellency the Minister
of Civil Aviation of the Arab Republic of Egypt, the
Arab Civil Aviation Organization organizes a training
courses in the field of civil aviation. ACAO has
launched three courses during respectively for the
months of September, October and November.

Dr.Engineer AshrafNoir, Presidentofthe Civil Aviation
Authority of the Arab Republic of Egypt, opened the
first course on September 19, 2021 under the title
“Air Transport Risk Management.” His Excellency
welcomed the representatives of the member states
participating in the course knowing that part of them
joined virtually. His Excellency thanked the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization for its continuous cooperation
with the Civil Aviation Authority of the Arab Republic
of Egypt. Mr. Khaled Antar, the air transport expert
of the organization, conveyed greetings and thanks
of Mr. Eng. Abdennebi Manar, Director General of

B

I
|

£l

the Organization, to His Excellency the Minister of
Civil Aviation and His Excellency Dr. Engineer, Head
of the Civil Aviation Authority for their permanent
cooperation with the Arab Civil Aviation Organization
in order to ensure the progress and development of
civil aviation sector in the Arab countries.

The course aims to study the risks and crises
that stroke in the field of air transport and allow
participants with the necessary tools to develop
plans in order to avoid these risks and crises as well
as acquire the lessons learned from previous crises.

The lectures will be delivered by Dr. Osama Daoud,
Professor of Crisis Management, participating in the
course in attendance and remotely. 45 participants
from the Republic of Tunisia, the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, the Iragi Republic, the Sultanate of Oman,
the State of Palestine, the Kingdom of Morocco and
the Arab Republic of Egypt attended the first course.




=

% | (CAOMD

E £ 5 =
| kam— g ™ = A\ = —_—
B 7" Freedom Webi =
7™ Freedom Webinar :
The Seventh Freedom Traffic Rights for Air Cargo Webinar
6 July 2021

In partnership with the Arab Civil Aviation Organization,
the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAQO),
represented by the General Secretariat in Montreal and
its Cairo Bureau, organized a symposium on the 7th
freedom of air Cargo liberalization, via teleconference, on
July 6, 2021.

This symposium witnessed the participation of more
than 100 representatives of civil aviation authorities,
international and regional organizations and companies
specialized in the field of air cargo.

In his opening speech at this symposium, His Excellency
the Director General commended the efforts made by the
International Civil Aviation Organization in cooperation
with regional organizations, including the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization, for the restart and recovery of the
air transport activity. His Excellency also commended
the organizers of the symposium for the efforts behind its
success.

His Excellency pointed out the importance of the role of
air transport in achieving sustainable development goals
and its humanitarian role, which is reflected in the third
goal of the sustainable development goals, «good health
and well-being». This role was evident during the Corona
pandemic, and clearly achieved through the assistance
provided by the aviation sector in the transfer of aid and
medical devices but also the transfer of vaccines due to
their nature, as far as the transportation operations are
concerned. His Excellency also explained that the civil
aviation sector is one of the most committed sectors in
terms of implementing public health measures, which
helps a lot in preventing the spread of pandemics.

His Excellency also referred to the final statement of the
General Assembly of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization
at its 26th ordinary session, the «Rabat Statement», which
called on Arab countries to continue to communicate
and coordinate with relevant health authorities to publish
the criteria on which their travel procedures are based
during the COVID19 pandemic, while taking into account
the CART guidelines. These endeavors are meant to
guarantee mutual recognition of health certificates
with other countries and/or groups of countries. The
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The 7th freedom of air Cargo liberalization

statement also urges the lifting of travel restrictions, taking
into account the various risk-based guidance issued
by the World Health Organization, in relation to health
measures related to international passage, including
clear recommendations on approaches to testing or
vaccination while avoiding quarantine procedures for
travelers, and bearing in mind recent developments
in terms of the deployment of COVID-19 vaccines and
guaranteed immunity from previous infection.

His Excellency declared that the statement also calls for
the adoption of public health corridors as a temporary
solution for countries that agree on common standards for
travel and health measures, emphasizing that air service
operations between those countries must be based on
the current agreed air transport arrangements.

Mr. Khaled Mohamed Antar, the air transport expert of
the organization, gave a presentation on the 7th freedom
of air cargo liberalization. He addressed the importance
of air freight, especially in the Arab world, the economic
impact of the Corona pandemic, the efforts of the League
of Arab States to liberalize trade between Arab countries,
the efforts of the Arab Air Organization Civil in order to
liberalize air transport of passengers and goods between
Arab countries, as well as the advantages of liberalizing
air transport of passengers and goods.

This symposium concluded on the following :

e The Arab Civil Aviation Organization, with the support
of the International Civil Aviation Organization, will
facilitate more discussions among the countries of the
region with the aim of determining the best approach
to implementing the rights of transport, including
the seventh freedom for all goods, and facilitate for
countries to taking of the necessary measures for this
purpose, while advancing their implementation among
these countries. This is to be done in cooperation with
other regional organizations particularly regarding
work methods to be adopted in order to advance
the activation of the Seventh Freedom of air cargo
operations, according to Recommendation No. 16 of
the CART team on both the short and long term.

e |Industry stakeholders shall provide countries with input
on shipping needs — particularly for the distribution
of vaccines and medical supplies (for example,
personal protective equipment), including commercial
goods — helping countries respond through regulatory
provisions.

e Stakeholders should examine the link between expanded
transportation rights for all cargo operations and trade
facilitation, and accordingly collaborate in developing
regional and global policies that will enable economic
recovery during the COVID-19 pandemic.

e Encouraging the MENA region to engage other regions,
including AFCAC/AFRAA, on enhancing the Seventh
Freedom of Air Cargo capabilities and leveraging the
LACAC model.
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Symposium on Promoting and Harnessing the Benefits of Liberalization
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At the invitation of the International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAQO, Nairobi), the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization (ACAQ) participated on August 30
and 31, 2021, through video teleconference, in
a symposium on promoting and harnessing the
benefits of the liberalization of air transport services.

This symposium was attended by more than 240
representatives of 57 civil aviation authorities
of Africa and the Middle East, 13 international
and regional organizations, as well as banking
institutions. During the opening session, which
included interventions by H.E. Mr. Juan Carlos
Salazar, Secretary-General of the International
Civil Aviation Organization (ICAQO), and H.E. Mrs.
Amani Abu Zeid, Commissioner of Infrastructure
and Energy of the African Union Commission, HE
Engineer Abdul Nabi Manar, Director-General of
the Arab Civil Aviation Organization (ACAQ), noted
the mobilization of the international community to
focus on managing the crisis resulting from the
COVID-19 pandemic at the outset, and secondly
the involvement of all its components in developing
a global approach to restarting and recovery,
including civil aviation authorities, international and
regional organizations, the air transport industry as
well as professional associations.

His Excellency also pointed out that the League OF
Arab States is working hard to support the recovery
of the economies of member states, including the
travel and tourism sector, especially at the level of
the councils of ministers of health, transport and
tourism.
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He stressed the need for continued coordination and
consultation to reach consensus on the challenges
facing us, and to find new solutions that will help the
policies of Arab and African governments to develop
the sector we are promoting, that will respond to
the aspirations of international air transport users,
and support the operation of our airlines, including
joining international conventions and protocols
that will strengthen and develop legal frameworks
that contribute to the growth of their activities, and
enhance cooperation and integration between these
companies in terms of training, recruitment and
optimal use of all gains in general.

The two-day symposium provided a forum for
the exchange of ideas and information, as well
as for the exchange of experiences among
regulatory policymakers and air transport, industry
representatives, aviation professionals and other
stakeholders from the African and Middle East
regions in particular.

Finally, the Symposium concluded with a statement
calling on States, international and regional
organizations and financial institutions to continue
their efforts to meet the challenges of COVID- 19 and
to restore aviation activity, to align themselves with
the regional regulatory framework for air transport,
cross-border cooperation and investment in airlines,
to avoid raising fees or imposing new charges as
they have a negative impact on the sustainability of
air transport, as well as to stimulate investments in
financing the development of aviation infrastructure.
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investment development frameworks in the Arab region,
developments in the Common Arab Electricity Market
agreements, and the request of the United Arab Emirates
to host the 28th session of the Conference of Parties in the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(COP 28), in addition to discussing the periodic economic
themes: Support for the Palestinian economy, the Arab
Consolidated Economic Report for 2021 and the Unified
Arab discourse of the 2021 Annual Joint Meeting of the
International Monetary Fund and the World Bank, topics
on Arab joint action organizations and institutions, and
reports and decisions of ministerial councils, where the
report and recommendations of the 30th Meeting of the
Committee of Organizations for Coordination and Follow-
up of the Economic and Social Council were approved,
particularly the plan and budgets of specialized Arab
organizations for fiscal year 2022.

The Council also discussed strengthening Arab
cooperationinthefield of food security, as well as reviewing
the experience of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan on
the national window of trade with Arab countries.

On the social front, the Council discussed items on the
specific committees of the Economic and Social Council.
Among the most prominent topics before the current
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session of the Council was the establishment of the
Council of Arab Ministers responsible for education affairs,
submitted at the request of the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan, to continue to strengthen Arab efforts to address
the

social and economic repercussions of the Covid-19
pandemic and its negative impact on workers in the fields
of tourism and air transport. The Council approved a
proposal for Arab general principles to standardize the
procedures for registration, adoption and use of vaccines
among Arab States, thus contributing to the revival of
tourism, aviation and transport among Arab States, an
item submitted by the Arab Civil Aviation Organization,
the Arab Tourism Organization and the Arab Air Transport
Union, as well as an item on international cooperation in
the development and social fields, and another on the
preparation of the social issue for the Arab Economic and
social Council at the Summit level.

The agenda also included a proposal for the protection of
women in the informal sector, an item on the Action Plan
for the Economic and Social Empowerment of Women and
Girls in Rural Areas (2022-2028) and the Arab Strategy in
this area.

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization organizes a joint workshop with the Civil
Aviation Security Project for Africa, Asia and the Middle East (CASE PROJECT)
on civil aviation security culture

field of aviation security from some Arab
and foreign countries and regional and
international organizations such as the
International Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAO) as well as from the aviation
industry also attended the event.

This workshop, which is organized within
the framework of the implementation
of the Civil Aviation Security Project for
Africa, Asia and the Middle East (CASE
PROJECT), aims to raise awareness
and spread the culture of civil aviation
security as well as enhance the

Rabat - The Arab Civil Aviation Organization and
the European Civil Aviation Security Project for
Africa, Asia and the Middle East (CASE PROJECT
II) organized a joint video workshop on aviation
security culture, from 06 to 08 September 2021.

45 representatives of the Arab member states of
the organization (13 countries), participated to this
workshop. Nine (09) lecturers and experts in the

participants’ abilities to identify the best
practices used to spread the culture of
security among all civil aviation security personnel.

It also falls within the framework of the efforts
undertaken by the Arab Civil Aviation Organization
with the aim of contributing to the dissemination of
a culture of security in line with the ICAQO initiative
to consider the year 2021 as the “Year of Security
Culture”.
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«Free trade» tops economic and social council meetings

The 108th session of the Economic and Social Council
at the ministerial level was held, in-person, at the
headquarters of the General Secretariat of the Arab
League on Thursday, September 2, 2021, chaired by the
Libyan Minister of Economy and Trade Mohammed Al-
Hawij, and the participation of the Ministers of Finance,
Economy and Trade of Arab Countries and The Secretary
General of the Arab League, H.E. Ahmed Abul Al Gheit.

In his speech, The Libyan Minister stressed that the
meeting is of great importance due to the issues raised in
the economic and social fields that directly affect the Arab
citizen, which requires intensifying efforts to confront the
difficulties and challenges facing the region in the fields
of economy and trade, moving forward with the Council
with the aim of strengthening economic cooperation to
increase Domestic Gross Product (GDP), doubling the
volume of trade between Arab States, activating the
greater Arab free zone which contributes to achieving
economic integration, facilitating the movement of capital
and people and exchange of goods and services among
member States and promoting investment in Arab States.

His Excellency praised the Arab League’s proposal to
establish the Arab Crisis Fund, through which the Arab
Epidemic Control Authority will be established, and
invited Arab countries to participate in the Conference of
Arab Business owners and investors to be held in Tripoli
at the end of this year and contribute to reconstruction
and development and strengthen economic and trade
relations.

Inhisaddress, the Secretary-General of the League of Arab
States, Mr. Ahmed Abu Al Gheit, noted that the Corona
pandemic continues to have a heavy shadow over the
world economy and international trade. The Arab region,

like that of the world, has suffered the consequences
of the pandemic and is currently undergoing a difficult
recovery, with a high level of uncertainty about the global
health situation caused by the spread of new variants of
Coronavirus.

There is a great need to review the performance and
assess the past period in order to put our hands on the
weaknesses in the overall performance of the Arab States,
particularly with regard to the ability of the Arab States to
cope with pressing situations and to steer the economic
wheel in times of crisis.

His Excellency explained that the Arab economies
continue to suffer from structural difficulties and face
daunting challenges. The Arab Consolidated Economic
Report revealed that 40% of the population in the Arab
region lived below the poverty line, 15% of the poor
suffered from extreme poverty, and unemployment
exceeded 16%, well above the world average. The
impact of unemployment is compounded by the fact
that the majority of those who suffer from it are young
people, which means that Arab economies are clearly
dysfunctional in absorbing newcomers to the labour
market and achieving high levels of employment, and that
market needs remain separate from teaching skills.

His Excellency appealed to the ministers to do everything
possible to help alleviate these pressing crises, to which
the difficult financial situation of the Palestinian Authority
has also been added, as well as the ongoing and
escalating humanitarian crisis suffered by Syrians.

The agenda of the Council’s discussions on the economic
side included discussing the developments in the Arab
Customs Union, developments in Arab cooperation within
the framework of the Greater Arab Free Trade Area,
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3) Stressed the importance for ICAO and States
to continue to provide the required support,
including a more vigorous implementation of the
recommendations of the CART report, the removal
of regulatory impediments and travel restrictions by
States as well as to facilitate an efficient recovery
and development of the industry in Africa and the
Middle East, while taking into consideration the need
for improved connectivity, revitalising, retooling,
digitalizing and building resilience of the sector
against future challenges.

Harmonizing Regional Air Transport Regulatory
Framework

4) Called on States to demonstrate more commitments
to the implementation of multilateral agreements on
liberalization of air transport in Africa and the Middle
Eastregionsincluding the Single African Air Transport
Market (SAATM) and the Damascus Agreement of
2007, liberalizing air transport between Arab States.

5) Urged States to harmonize regulatory framework
for air transport in Africa and the Middle East, while
encouraging African States toincrease their efforts on
the implementation of the Antananarivo Declaration
on Air Transport Development in Africa, the Lomé
Declaration on Development of Air Cargo in Africa,
and the Action Plan on the Ministerial Declaration
on Air Transport and Tourism Development in Africa.

6) Requested ICAO to continue to work with States,
AFCAC, AACO, industry and relevant stakeholders
on the convergence in consumer protection,
competition and taxation policies and regulations
in Africa and the Middle East in view of its inherent
benefits to the liberalization and sustainable growth
of air transport in the regions.

Cooperation and Cross-Border Investments in
Airlines

7) Emphasized the need for States in the African and
Middle East regions to continue to make efforts
in removing airline nationality and other border
restrictions in order to encourage cross-border
investments in airlines in both regions, considering
the identified benefits to the States and industry,
while conscious of the social, labour and flag of
convenience concerns.

8) Agreed that cooperation between the airlines of both
regions should be encouraged, which would enhance
air connectivity in the regions and contribute to the
growth and sustainable development of the regions’
air transport market.
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Impact of levies on air transport sustainability

9) Reaffirmed the importance of preventing the
proliferation of taxes and fees on international air
transport and the need for States to abide with
relevant ICAO policies on taxes and charges.

10) Requested ICAO to continue to raise awareness
through workshops, seminars and capacity
building to enlighten States’ policy makers and
regulatory experts, as well as relevant stakeholders
on the obstacle that excessive and unjust taxation
constitute to the development and expansion of
international travel, trade, tourism and the national

economy.
Stimulating investments in financing the
development of aviation infrastructure

11) Reiterated the importance of the Declaration and
Framework for a Plan of Action for Development of
Aviation Infrastructure in Africa, and urged States to
continue to develop and modernize quality aviation
infrastructure in Africa and the Middle East.

12) Underscoredtheneedfor Statestointegrate aviation
infrastructure projects and investments into their
national development plans with an appropriately
balanced development of all transport modes.

13) Reiterated call on States in the regions to take
pragmatic measures to build a transparent, stable
and predictable investment climate to support
aviation infrastructure development, through
engaging multi-stakeholders and elevating the role
of private sector.

14) Called upon financial institutions to assist Africaand
the Middle East regions in meeting the requirement
to enhance and modernize aviation infrastructure
embracing new technologies and innovation, while
addressing the recovery of the aviation sector
through the COVID-19 pandemic.

General Conclusions

15) Encouraged States in Africa and the Middle East
regions to share information and best practices
among themselves that would promote the growth
and development of aviation in the regions.

16) Urged ICAQ to continue to promote the use of its
policies and guidance material by States in their
regulatory practices, through symposia, workshops
and seminars.

17) Thanked ICAQO for organizing the event, the
moderators for facilitating the event sessions, and
the Speakers for their insightful presentations and
discussions
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ICAO Africa and Middle East Air Transport Symposium renews key multilateral
commitments on path to recovery

ICAQ’s Africa-Middle East Air Transport Symposium

concluded vyesterday with renewed regional
commitments on addressing pandemic recovery
efforts, the harmonization of regional air transport
regulatory frameworks, cross-border investments
in airlines, the impact of levies and charges on air
transport sustainability, and financing approaches for
the modernization of aviation infrastructure.

Montréal, 1 September 2021 — ICAQO’s Africa-Middle
East Air Transport Symposium concluded yesterday
with renewed regional commitments on addressing
pandemic recovery efforts, the harmonization of
regional air transport regulatory frameworks, cross-
border investments in airlines, the impact of levies
and charges on air transport sustainability, and
financing approaches for the modernization of aviation
infrastructure.

Focused around the theme of Promoting and
harnessing the benefits of liberalization, the virtual
event brought together high-level policy makers, air
transport regulators, industry representatives, aviation
professionals, and other stakeholders to drive important
progress on regional air transport coordination and
recovery.

In his opening remarks to the event, ICAO Secretary
General Juan Carlos Salazar pledged the UN agency’s
continuing strong support for regional aviation recovery
efforts, and to the long-term objectives for increased
Africa and Middle East air connectivity.

He also emphasized how current sectoral recovery
priorities and opportunities were guiding important
transformations, both for aviation and for ICAQO itself.

A key objective of the Symposium was
to examine and re-evaluate current
air transport policies and regulatory
frameworks in the context of the impact
of COVID-19 pandemic, and it was also
importantly guided by the Resolutions of
the Third Africa-Arab Summit.

The Symposium also highlighted the
importance of the foundation for regional
cooperation, liberalization, and prosperity
which have been established by the
Yamoussoukro, Lomé, Antananarivo, and
Muscat Declarations.

After appreciating how aviation pre-
pandemic had generated over ten million
jobs in the AFl and MID Regions, and close
to $700 billion in combined GDP, Mr. Salazar recalled
that full air transport recovery for the respective regions
would help to assure the successful implementation of
the African Continental Free trade area, Single African
Air Transport Market, the freedom of mobility goals of
the African Union’s Agenda 2063, and to reopening
economically critical tourism markets for affected
oceanic and landlocked countries.

The ICAO Secretary General also underscored the
importance of ICAQO’s upcoming High-level Conference
on COVID-19 this October, as well as its 41st Assembly
next year, to maintaining global momentum on
reconnecting the world.

AFI-MID Symposium Declaration: highlights

Addressing the challenges of COVID-19 and States’
aviation recovery efforts

1) Highlighted the unprecedented impact of COVID-19
pandemic on aviation industry in Africa and the
Middle East regions, the consequential precipitous
fall in travel demand, huge job loss and disruptions
to businesses, supply chains, and the need to
recover better from the pandemic.

2) Reaffirmed that the leadership role of ICAO, the
recommendations and guidance of the ICAO Council
Aviation Recovery Task Force (CART), the on-going
vaccination efforts and the economic and financial
measures implemented by States and industry in
both regions are yielding positive results on the
gradual recovery of air travel, though the pace of the
recovery varies significantly between the regions.
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A symposium on enhancing and harnessing the benefits of liberalization
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At the kind invitation of the International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAO Nairobi bureau), the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization participated in a symposium on
enhancing and harnessing the benefits of the liberalization
of air transport services, through distance communication
technology, on August 30 and 31, 2021.

This symposium witnessed the participation of more
than 240 representatives of 57 civil aviation authorities
in Africa and the Middle East and 13 international and
regional organizations in addition to banking institutions.
During the opening session, which included interventions
by His Excellency Mr. Juan Carlos Salzar, Secretary
General of the International Civil Aviation Organization,
and Her Excellency Mrs. Amani Abu Zaid Commissioner
for Infrastructure and Energy at the African Union
Commission, his Excellency Eng. Abdennebi Manar,
Director General of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization,
praised the mobilization of the international community
to focus initially on managing the crisis resulting from
the Covid-19 epidemic, and secondly, he praised
the involvement of all the community components in
developing a global approach for restart and recovery,
including civil aviation authorities, international and
regional organizations, the air transport industry as well
as professional associations.

His Excellency also indicated that the League of Arab
States is working hard to support the recovery and restart
of the economies of member states, including the travel
and tourism sector, especially at the level of the councils
of health, transport and tourism ministers.
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He stressed the need for continued coordination and
consultation to reach consensus on the challenges
facing us, and to find new solutions that would help the
policies of Arab and African governments in developing
the sector under their supervision, bearing in mind
that it would respond to the aspirations of international
air transport users, and support the operation of our
airlines. This includes from our part joining international
agreements and protocols that will enhance and develop
legal frameworks that contribute to activity growth, and
enhance cooperation and integration between these
companies in terms of training, employment and optimal
use of all acquisitions in general.

This two-day symposium served as a forum for the
exchange of ideas and information, as well as for the
exchange of experiences between policy makers, air
transport regulators, industry representatives, aviation
professionals and other stakeholders from the regions of
Africa and the Middle East in particular.

In conclusion, the symposium concluded by issuing a
statement calling on countries, international and regional
organizations and financial institutions to continue
efforts to face the challenges raised by the COVID-19
and restore aviation activity, consensus on the regional
regulatory framework for air transport, cross-border
cooperation and investment in airlines, avoiding raising
fees or imposing new fees due to its negative impact on
the sustainability of air transport, as well as stimulating
investments in financing the development of aviation
infrastructure.
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A seminar on the digitalization of air cargo in Ilght of the Cowd 19 pandemic

In partnership with the Arab Civil Aviation Organization,
the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAQO),
represented by the General Secretariat in Montreal and
its Cairo regional office, organized a symposium via
distance communication technology, on August 25, 2021,
on the digitization of air cargo activity under the title:
“Digitalizing air Cargo in Covid 19 times: Perspectives on
Security.

This webinar is part of a series of seminars organized by
ICAO and the United Nations with the aim of promoting
the concept of air cargo digitalization and the essential
role of the air cargo system as part of the broader supply
chain, which will contribute to the recovery of the global
economy, among civil aviation authorities, customs,
economic entities and stakeholders.

This symposium was specifically designed for the
countries of the Middle East region with the International
Civil Aviation Organization, in order to study the security
aspects of digitalizing field and cyber air cargo, especially
since Covid-19 requires acceleration in digitalization, and
to draw a perspective on the work of the United Nations
in terms of setting standards to meet these challenges
as well as how to ensure a secure supply chain for
stakeholders through digitalization.

This symposium witnessed the participation of 133
representatives of civil aviation authorities, international
and regional organizations, universities, and companies
specialized in the field of air cargo.

During his intervention, His Excellency Eng. Abdennebi
Manar, Director General of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization, mentioned the findings of the first online
symposium, on the importance of the cooperation of the
Arab Civil Aviation Organization and the International Civil
Aviation Organization in implementing Recommendation
No. 16 of the CART team, which includes “providing
advice to countries on the temporarily lifting of restrictions
imposed on air cargo operations, especially with regard
to air cargo services, with the aim of facilitating the

Air Cargo Digitalization and Security

Increasing synergies between all stakeholders

transportation of basic goods, supplies and Corona
vaccines, including the liberalization of the Seventh
Freedom.

His Excellency also underlined that this symposium is
an important step to achieve this goal, as it constitutes a
platform for discussing the increasing challenges facing
air cargo activity, especially the security and facilitation
aspects and suggest solutions to set up a roadmap
that would be established in order to enhance air cargo
activity in our countries.

During this symposium, participating experts delivered
fourteen presentations centered on the regulatory
framework for air cargo, and the points of intersection
between digitalization and field security, as well as
cybersecurity for the Middle East, arising challenges from
both the digitalization and air transport security.

The expert of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization made a
presentation on the increasing challenges facing the air
cargo supply chain in terms of the need to enhance its
digitalization, especially in the Arab countries, pointing to
the problem of multiple security requirements for air cargo
data exchange. Accordingly, he put forward proposals
including the reliance on the same procedures that
passengers are subject to, and the adoption of a multi-
layered approach to air cargo security, which can only be
achieved by driving a synergy between all stakeholders.

The summary of the discussions of the participants in the
symposium highlighted the importance of strengthening
regional cooperation in the field of cargo security and
capacity building, and the need to coordinate actions
between the relevant national authorities to implement
the recommendations of the CART team, and encourage
countries to exchange information on threats and best
practices to mitigate risks, as well as support the role and
efforts of the International Civil Aviation Organization and
the World Customs Organization for the implementation
of the Air Cargo Digitalization Initiative.
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The Arab Civil Aviation Organization participates in the meeting of the 30th
session of the Economic and Social Council’s Coordination and Follow-up
Committee
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The General Directorate of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization, headed by His Excellency Eng. Abdennebi
Manar, Director General of the Organization, alongside
Mr. Faical Benslimane, Head of the Administrative and
Financial Affairs Department, and Mr. Omar Babiker
Shenibo, Head of the Internal Control Unit, participated
in the meeting of the 30th session of the Organizations
Committee for Coordination and the follow-up emanating
from the Economic and Social Council. The meeting was
held from 27 to 29 July 2021, via distance communication
technology, and witnessed the participation of the
representatives of the Arab member states, and the
general managers of specialized Arab organizations.

His Excellency Dr. Ambassador Kamal Hassan Ali -
Assistant Secretary-General for Economic Affairs of the
Arab League, opened the session. In his speech, he
welcomed the attendees and congratulated everyone on
the occasion of Eid Al-Adha. HE stressed the important
and required role of the joint Arab action institutions at
this stage in which the Arab region is witnessing important
changes and developments. He explained the most
important topicsincluded in the session’s agenda, wishing
the committee’s meeting success and that its work would
yield recommendations that support and enhance the
work of the specialized Arab organizations in particular,
and joint Arab action in general. His Excellency clarified
the tasks required from this committee, and stressed
the importance of the commitment of Arab specialized
organizations to the decisions of the Economic and
Social Council, as the supreme authority for specialized
Arab organizations. He referred to the efforts made by
the General Secretariat of the League in cooperation with
Arab countries to develop and activate joint Arab action.

For his part, Dr. Mohamed Khair Abdelkader, Director of
the Arab Organizations and Federations’ Department at
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the Arab League, stressed the importance of the meeting,
explaining that this committee plays an important role
in enhancing coordination, cooperation and exchange
of experiences between the General Secretariat of the
Arab League and joint Arab action organizations and
institutions to increase the effectiveness of joint Arab
action.

During this session, special topics submitted by some
specialized Arab organizations, as well as the study
of the regular item consisting on the follow up on the
implementation of the recommendations and decisions
of the previous session of the Committee were also
reviewed.

During the meeting, HE Engineer Abdennebi Manar
reviewed the draft work program and budget of the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization for the year 2022, in addition
to the activities and the most important achievements
implemented by the organization during the years 2020-
2021.

The meeting also discussed the achievements of the
Arab organizations, the final accounts and the internal
control bodies of the Arab organizations, the decisions
of the Arab Economic and Social Council related to the
joint Arab action organizations, in addition to a number
of special topics submitted by some specialized Arab
organizations, such as the organizational structure of the
Arab Civil Aviation Organization, which was approved
during the meeting of the 26th ACAQ’s General Assembly
on July 2021,

It is worth mentioning that the recommendations of the
meeting will be submitted to the Economic and Social
Council at its next session scheduled to be held in the
last week of August 2021.
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The Arab Civil Aviation Organization participates in the work of the thirty-ninth
session of the General Assembly of the European Civil Aviation Conference

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization participated in
the works of the thirty-ninth session of the General
Assembly of the European Civil Aviation Conference, via
teleconference, on the 12th of July 2021.

This session was attended by the heads of civil aviation
authorities of the member states of the Conference, the
President and Secretary-General of the Council of the
International Civil Aviation Organization, the Director
General of Mobility and Transport of the European
Commission, the secretaries-general of regional civil
aviation organizations, and representatives of countries
that have cooperative relations with the European
Conference.

During this session, Mr. Alessio Quaranta, Director
General of the Civil Aviation Authority of ltaly, was
elected President of the European Conference for the
period 2021-2024. The members also discussed the
results of the conference’s work in the areas of safety,
investigation of aviation accidents, unmanned aircrafts,
security, facilitation, environment and economic issues.
The work program for the next three years 2022-2024 was
approved.

In his speech during this session, the Director General
of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization praised the
close cooperation between the latter and the European
Conference, which culminated in the signature in 2019 of

the joint work program for the period 2019-2022, including
several activities in the field of civil aviation security that
were organized within the CASE PROJET project as well
as in the field of reducing the effects of air traffic on the
environment.

His Excellency also expressed his optimism for the
continuity of this cooperation with the new president and
the General Secretariat of the European Conference,
through the improvement of consultation mechanisms on
regional and international issues, which contributes to the
sustainability of the air transport industry.

His Excellency seized this opportunity to brief the
members of the European Conference on the Rabat
Statement, which was issued by the General Assembly
of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization at the conclusion
of its twenty-sixth session on July 1, 2021, regarding the
measures taken to confront the emerging pandemic of
the Corona virus and ways to launch the recovery of civil
aviation. He noted that this statement called on Arab
countries to continue to communicate with the relevant
health authorities to publish the standard underlying
their travel procedures, and which take into account the
guidelines of the International Civil Aviation Organization
prepared by the CART team, while working on the mutual
recognition of health certificates with the rest of the
countries and federations.
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EDITORIAL

By : Engineer / Manar Abdennebi
Director General of the Arah Civil
Aviation Organization

The summer season, thatis coming
to an end, carries on the hopes for
arevival of air transport, especially
since it was marked, compared to
the latest ones, by the important
progress made in the face of the
Covid-19 pandemic. These reflect
in the production of vaccines
and the launch of the vaccination
campaign in various parts of
the world and the mobilization
that went along throughout
this campaign since the G20
summit in Riyadh in November
2020 ‘statement, revealing
its commitment to ensure the
equitable distribution and access
to vaccines at an affordable cost,
including full support for the
Accelerated Access Initiative.

Here, | would like to commend
the air transport industry’s
involvement in the process
of transporting vaccines and
facilitating the global response
to the pandemic, in particular
the Global Access to Covid-19
Vaccines Initiative = (COVAX),
which is led by international
coalitions, including the Global

Alliance  for Vaccines and
Incubation (GAVI), the Coalition
for ~ Epidemic  Preparedness
Innovations (CEPI) and the
World Health Organization. Ten
international carriers participated
to this initiative, including Emirates
Airlines, Etihad, Qatar Airways
and Saudi Arabia Airlines. The
aviation sector, in turn, pursued
its efforts to provide guarantees
to restore public confidence by
implementing strict precautionary
measures in all airports and
aircraft facilities in accordance
with the guidelines and guiding
documents of the CART team,
under the supervision of the
Council of the International Civil
Aviation  Organization.  These
measures, that were approved
last March, included updates
on test certificates, vaccination
against the Covid-19 epidemic,
public health corridors, and
the termination of the targeted
exemption system related to air
safety rules and standards.

At this point, it is worth mentioning
the initiatives undertaken by the
League of Arab States at the
level of its ministerial councils for
health, tourism and transport. It
indeed issued decisions stressing
the importance of balancing
economic aspects, and the need
to develop an Arab strategy to
unify procedures for registering
and approving vaccines among
Arab member states. This came
in addition to the two decisions
aimed at reviving the health
sector, Tourism and travel. For
this purpose, and in accordance
with the decision of the Economic
and Social Council in its regular
108th session, held in early
September 2021, a working
group was established composed
by the General Secretariat
of the League, the Arab Civil
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Aviation Organization, the Arab
Tourism Organization, the Arab
Air  Transport Association in
cooperation with the International
Air Transport Association and
specialists from member states.

These developments encouraged
the air transport industry to
increase the number of seats
offered before the end of May,
to reach its peak at the end of
June. The latter decrease was
obviously due to the outbreak
of new variants of the Covid-19
virus, which pushed countries to
go back to closing their borders
and raised the level of confusion
regarding travel requirements.

However, air traffic has witnessed
a remarkable increase compared
to the summer of 2020, and this
movement has even exceeded
expectations in some regions;
air cargo traffic has approached
the levels recorded before the
beginning of the crisis.

The summer season in our
region was also marked by the
continuation of coordination at
the level of the countries for the
Middle East and Africa regions
on common challenges and
getting consensus by confront
them, especially with regard to
qualifying the human resources,
providing financial resources, and
accelerating the digitalization of
air transport services.

This comes at a time when
research and experiments
are pursuing with the aim of
developing the air transport
industry through new designs
for various types of aircraft, and
to find alternative fuels in order
to achieve safer, cleaner, more
efficient and diverse aviation.
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